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ABSTRACT 



Accurate small scale colored cardboard .cutouts de- 
picting shrubs^and trees ha v e base spikes for insertion 
into a base sheet of foamed plastic that is color ea 
green to represent lawn areas. A white crayon may be 
used to coat the green base sheet to represent cemen t 
walks and driveways and a brown crayon may be used 
TJTTepresent the bare earth of planted areas. A swim- 
ming pool or a fish pond is shown by a blue crayon. 
The plan area o f a house and garage may be depicte d 
■b y jtpap_er,fihf Pt qit t o .r n nlo - and adhesively bonded tn 
t he surface of the base sh eet. Numernn s plant cutouts 
are provided with individual indicia on th e cutouts 
which refer to corresponding indicia on "a descriptive" 
list of available trees and shrubs. [ ' 

14 Claims, 4 Drawing Figures 
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LANDSCAPE KIT rectangular planting areas and no distinction in color 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION between lawn areas and the bare earth of planting ar- 



eas. 



Decisions involved in arriving at landscaping plans Selwin-Smith employs a baseboard with numerous 
are based on mental visualization of tne future result of s apertures at predetermined locations and provides rep- 
proposed plantings. A home owner who undertakes to , icas of plartts and shrubs that have base J ortions * 
landscape his proper y is handicapped « making such may * stuffed int0 ^ tUfes b mea P ns ™ 

2^™iiV ? M l k T f g ! HT What .— Since the locati ™ plant rephcas a e Z 

cofor^^^ u about thetr s^hape, ited to ^ predetermined !oca Ls of the apertures. 

color, and te xture when f ully grown. The problem is to io t i_ u lf Jc in il r *«tl u ; ftMn ,M a „f . ♦ i aHCI4urcs ' 

amvTaTS^^ and mere lists J* ^ ?T ' 

and written descriptions of available plants are not ade- mg ™ d ° m . land r sca P L e arrangements. Here again, there 

quate. . is no provision for showing non-rectangular areas and 

If a professional landscape architect undertakes to "° provision for . de P'Cting a cement sidewalk, a cement 
help the home owner, a well recognized semantic diffi- 15 drivewav or swimming pool. There is no provision for 
culty arises if the professional relies largely or entirely distinguishing between lawn areas and planting areas, 
on words to communicate his own mental visualization SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
of a proposed plan because words inevitably have dif- 
ferent connotations for different individuals. The home A primary object of the present invention is to pro- 
owner may translate the verbal description into a men- 20 vide an Expensive, versatile, small-scale kit that 
tal image that has little in common with what the pro- avoids all of the above discussed limitations of prior art 
fessional has in mind. kits The kit of the present invention provides cutouts 

One approach to the problem is for the professional depicting a wide selection of available shrubs and treej 

to submit a landscape plan on paper. Such a plan is in full photographed color. The cutouts are accurately 

quite expensive because it must be carefully made and 25 dimensioned to scale and may be installed at any se- 

accurately colored, but nevertheless the home owner . l ected points on a base sheet that represents the arq a 

must translate a two dimensional plan into a three di- that is to hie landscaped. The kit is highly flexible in that 

mensiohal visualization and the result cannot be a sue- cutouts mav be ouickiv and easily moved from locatio n 

cessful meeting of minds. A further difficulty, is that to location to illustrate different option s. In the pre- 

such a paper plan is fixed and cannot be readily altered 30 ferred practice of the invention the shrubs and trees are 

to depict various options that may be open. * depicted by colored cardboard cutouts that are formed 

Various proposals have been made in the prior art to with base spikes and the base sheet that represents the 

meet this difficulty by providing kits that may be used landscape area is a relatively thick sheet into which the 

for three dimensional physical representations of land- base spikes of the cutouts may be inserted at any se- 

scape plans. Such proposals are found, for example, in 35 \*ct*r\ ln^tinnc _ — •> 

?^fi f °<!^ Wi ? fi U ' S ; TTS^S "°". 6 7 ; . Metz Specific object of the invention is to provide such 

Th W,S 2 ;" 6 *f 69; ""I Se,wm - S ? ith * Utthat will realistically distinguish lawn areas, bare 

l^i^^SX^ hOWCVCr ' haVC cemen^ide^M^e. 

TheBolepatentdisclosesathickbaseboardwithpar. «> ^^^^^VF? "I t° 

allel slots and parallel intersecting scale lines. Card- ^J^5 ^^ A 1 ^ T^ 0 " 

board cutouts depicting shrubs and trees have flat base * *r " ° ^ 

portions which fit into the slots. The spacing of the cut- ° / ? P ♦ " *** Cray ° ns ° f dif " 

outs is limited to the spacing of the slots and there is no . COl ° re t0 COat areas of the base sheet to re P re ' 

provision for showing non-rectangular areas and no 45 ^as. bare earth areas, and any swimming 

provision for depicting cement sidewalk s and drive- P °° ° f . p0nd that 18 in the faB dscapcd area. The 

ways or fish ponoj^no ^imm'ing pools. There TTno area occupied by a house and garage is rep resented bv 

provision tot 1 showing non-rectangular planting areas Pa per sheet mater i al that i s adfresiyely b onded to t he 

and no provision for distinguishing between lawn area s suj6ce-of4hc4»aul!fiBt. 

and the bare ground of planting areas around shruos 50 * n P referred practice of the invention, the base 

and trees . " — — sft eet is made of suitable foamed plastic which may be 

Metz employs full sized colored cutouts that are pro- either P ierced by a cardboard spike of a plant cutout or 
vided with base stakes that may be driven into the ma y be pierced by a suitable flat bladed tool such as a 
ground at the home owner's property. Obviously, it na ^ ** le m preparation for insertion of a cardboard 
would hot be practical for a home owner to buy* or 35 s P»ke. In the initial practice of the invention the base 
make even part of a complete set fo such full-scale cut- snee t » made of foamed polystyrene and has a thick- 
outs and installing the cutouts is a major task. ncss °f approximately 7/16 inch. 

The Lewis et al„ patent discloses a baseboard which A further object of the invention is to acquaint a 

is inscribed with two intersecting sets of parallel lines fi home owner with the important characteristics of a 

on a given scale and cardboard cutouts have bent base w »de range of shrubs and trees that are available. For 

portions to rest on the baseboard, the bent base ppr- this purpose an extensive list of shrubs and trees is pro - 

tions of the cutouts having the same intersecting scale vided with appropriate helpful comments and t he^card - 

lines as the baseboard. The base portions of the cutouts board cutouts arc provided with individ ual indicia 

mask the surface of the baseboard. A residence may be which refer to identical indicia on the descriptive list' 

depicted by an upright cutout, but such a cutout does The various features and objects of the invention may 

not provide any concept of the plan configuration of be understood by reference to the following detailed 

the residence. There is no provision for showing.non- description and the accompanying drawings 
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ddicc nccoDiuriftKi nc tuc nBAiniMM drawings the reference numerals may be printed on the 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS $pikes M of the plant cutQuts 2Q ^ e ^ ^ Qn 

In the drawings, which are to be regarded as merely sheet 24 have indicia that identify the plant cutouts 20 

illustrative: that represent the particular scru bs or tre&s . The indi- 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view showing how compo- 5 cia "1AF" nppnsite theji^nt ^mp ah^im n p sheet 24 

nents of the presently preferred embodiment of the kit indicates that the pi ante u touts 20 that represent abelia 

may be assembled to produce a small scale model of a jhr_" hfi flrA Hp fffigP af ed by numeral I and such cutou ts 

particular landscape plane; may be found on sheets A and £. In like mann er^^lttnt 

FIG. 2 is a fragmentary perspective view showing cutouts 20 representing acanthus have reference nu- 

how a cardboard replica of a shrub may be removed 10 merals 2 and are found on sheet A; cutouts 20 repre- 

from a cardboard sheet of such replicas; senting agave have reference numerals 3 and are found 

FIG. 3 is a fragmentary transverse section of the base on sheets B and E. 

sheet of FIG. 1 showing how a cardboard replica is sup- The procedure for assembling the landscape model 

ported in upright position by a stake portion of the rep- shown in FIG. 1 may comprise the following steps, 

lica penetrating the foamed plastic of the base sheet; 15 Using the scale 30, a base sheet 12 is cut to size to 

and represent the ground area that is to be landscaped. For 

FIG. 4 is a perspective view largely cut away showing a relatively large lot, two of the base sheets 12 may be 

the components of the presently preferred embodiment employed. With the guidance of the grid 13 the sheet 

of the kit. 14 is trimmed to size to produce a cutout 33 represent- 

20 ing the combined area of the residence and the garage 
that are represented in FIG. 1. The cutout 33 is then 
adhesively bonded to the base sheet 12 with the cutout 
FIG. 1 shows by way of example a kit assembled to spaced from the edges of the base sheet in accord with 
represent a selected landscape plan and FIG. 4 shows the actual distance of the combined residence and go- 
the various components of the kit. 25 ra ge from the boundaries of the lot that is to be land- 
The components shown in FIG. 4 include: a sheet 10 scaped. The removable paper tabs 18 on the sheet 16 
of printed instructions; two base sheets 12 of green col- have a suitable viscous adhesive on their undersides. A 
ored foamed plastic; a thin piece of suitably colored tab 18 may be lifted from the sheet 16 and then the ad- 
paper 14 having a grid 13 of intersecting scale lines for hesive face of the tab may be pressed against the under- 
guidance in shearing the sheet to scale to represent the 30 side of the paper cutout 33 that represents the com- 
plan area of a residence and attached garage; a paper bined residence and garage. Monentary contact of the 
sheet 16 having a plurality of removable paper tabs 18, tab with the back of the cutout 33 transfers a substan- 
each tab having on its underside a removable coating tial portion of the adhesive to the back of the sheet, 
of adhesive for use in attaching a residence cutout to Only a few dots of adhesive are necessary to anchor 
a base sheet 12; five cardboard cutout sheets desig- 35 cutout 33 to the surface of the base sheet 12. 
nated pages A-E respectively t each of which has a plUj; The next step is to measure concrete areas of the plot 
licas in the form ot l cutouts 20 realisti- 



DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED 
EMBODIMENT OF THE INVENTION 



rality of plant replicas in the form ot'eu^uts 20 reaiist i- that is to be landscaped and to employ the white crayon 

cally colo rs tn ^pc^ni^ro^andf^ee«] *ach pl^it 26 to coat the surface of the base sheet 12 to represent 

cutout havi ng a trian gular spike 22 formed at its base the concrete areas. If the concrete areas do not already 

^end for ins ertion into the mater ial of a base sheet 12 : 40 exist and the kit is to be employed to explore various 

a sheet 24 listing available trees and shrubs with appro- possibilities for locating such areas, it is advisable to 

priate helpful comments; and a set of suitable crayons use white paper cutouts to try out different locations of 

comprising a brown crayon 25, a white crayon 26 and the concrete areas and then to use the white crayon 

a blue crayon 28 that are used to coat selective areas when a final decision has been reached. In FIG. 1 the 

of a base sheet 12. The brown crayon is used to repre- 45 white crayon designates a cement walk 34 and a ce- 

sent the bare earth of planted areas; the white crayon ment driveway 35. 

is employed to represent cement sidewalks, stepping _If a swimming pool or a fish pond already^ xjsts the 

stones and driveways; and the blue crayon is used to blue crayon may be employed to indicate its area on 

represent a swimming pool or a fish pond. One of the the base sheet. Here again, if the kit is to be employed 

five cutout sheets A-E has a printed scale 30 along one to decide upon t he location of a swimming pool or fis h 

of its margins, the cardboard sheet being weakened by pond, a^ p aper cutout may be employed and sh'iheV) 

a line of scoring 32 to permit the scale 30 to be de- from location to location until a final decision is 

tached for use. reached. FIG. 1 shows a portion of the base sheet 12 

The scale selected for the landscape model is % inch colored with the blue crayon to indicate the location of 

per foot and, accordingly, the grid 13 on the sheet 14 a swimming pool 36. 

has its scale marks spaced apart by % inch and the Cutouts 20 representing t he desired shrubs and trees 

graduations on the scale 30 are spaced apart % inch. are then removed from the sheets A-E and arelrtstaTIelT 

The dimensions of a base sheet 12 are preferably 12 o n The base sheet by inserting the s pikes 22 of the cut- 

inches by 1 6 inches so that each base sheet at its full An outs into the foamed plastic material of the base sheeT 

size may represent a lot 96 feet wide by 128 feet long. \l2 1 j¥itt| care a spike 22 may pierce the foamed plastic' 

For a smaller lot, a portion of the base sheet is cut away material, but it is recommended that a flat blade be 

and for a larger lot two base sheets may be bonded edge used to pierce the material of the base sheet in prepara- 

to edge to a cardboard base. tion for the insertion of the spike 22 of a cutout FIG. 

The individual plant cutouts 20 on the five cardboard 65 3 shows how a nail file 38, for example, may be em- 
cutout sheets A-E are provided with indicia for refer- ployed for this purpose. 

ence to the list of plants on sheet 24. In this instance the FIG. 1 shows various plant cutouts 20 mounted on 

indicia are consecutive numerals. As shown in the the base sheet 12 to represent the shrubs and tress that 
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have been selected for the landscape plan. The brown 
crayon 25 is employed to color ground areas around 
the trees or shrubs. Such ground areas are designated 
by numeral 40 in FIG. 1. 

Since the plane cutouts 20 are accurate in both color 
and scale and since the base sheet 12 is colored green 
to represent lawn and since the crayons are employed 
to show concrete areas, bare earth areas, and water ar- 
eas, the assembled model realistically represents the 



to apply distinctive coatings to different portions of the 
area of the base sheet to represent different surface ma- 
terials including cement surfaces of walks and drive- 
ways. 

6. A kit as set forth in claim 5 which includes an addi- 
tional sheet to be trimmed to size to produce a cutout 
or cutouts on said given scale to represent a building or 
a plurality of buildings on the given ground area. 

7. A kit as set forth in claim 6 in which the additional 



25 



30 



matter to transfer the plants cutouts 20 to different lo 
cations of the base sheet 12 for the purpose of changing 
the landscape plan. 

The assembled model shown in FIG. 1 may be kept 
as a three-dimensional record of the landscape plan for 15 
future comparison with the landscaped area as the var- 
ious plantings mature. 

It is apparent that the kit may be used by a home 
owner to develop his own ideas of how a plot may be 
landscaped or the kit may be used by a nurseryman or 20 
a landscape architect to provide a home owner with a 
three-dimensional visualization of a proposed land- 
scape plan. - 

My description in specific detailof the presently pre- 
ferred practice of the invention will suggest various 
changes, substitutions and other departures from my 
disclosure within the spirit and scope of the appended 
claims. 

I claim: 

1. A kit for portraying a landscape plan for a given 
ground area on a reduced scale, comprising: 

a plurality o f small scale replicas duplicating the ap- 
pearance of riif£exea t_p_lants71aid replicas hav ing 
base spike s; and 

a base sheet of green foamed plastic material repre- 35 
senting the given ground areas on a given scale, 

said replicas being dimensioned on the given scale, 

the base sheet having a minimum thickness sufficient 
to maintain the replicas in upright position when 
the base spikes of the replicas are inserted into the 
base sheet, 

said base sheet being capable of penetration any- 
where in its area by a base spike or an equivalent 
tool to permit a base spike to be inserted into the 
base sheet. 

2. A kit as set forth in claim 1 in which the base sheet 
is made of foamed polystyrene. 

3. A kit as set forth in claim 1 which includes crayons 
to coat different portions of the area of the base sheet 
distinctively to represent different surface materials in- 50 
eluding cement surfaces of walks and driveways; 

and in which the base sheet has a rough open-cell sur- 
face to abrade the crayons to facilitate coating the 
base sheet by the crayons. 

4. A kit as set forth in claim 1 in which the replicas 55 
are made of sheet material; 

in which the kit includes a list of names of plants co r- 
respondin g^ plants represented by the replicas ; 

in which the,' names on the list are provided with indi- 
cia; ' 

and in which the replicas have corresponding indicia 
to permit the list to be used to identify, the plants 
represented by the replicas. 

5. A kit as set forth in claim 1 which includes means 

65 



40 



45 



60 



cord with said given scale. 

8. A kit as set forth in claim 6 which includes adhe- 
sive means to bond the building cutout or cutouts to the 
base sheet. 

9. A kit as set forth in claim 1 in which the replicas 
are flat pieces of sheet material colored to simulate the 
appearance of the corresponding plants, the sheet ma- 
terial being of sufficient rigidity and strength for the 
spikes to maintain the duplicating members in upright 
position on the base sheet. 

10. A kit as set forth in claim 9, 

which includes a plurality of sheets of frangible mate- 
rial; 

in which said replicas are partially severed cutouts of 

said sheets of frangible material; 
in which the sheets of frangible material have identi- 
fying indicia; 

and in which the names on said list of names of plants 
have indicia referring to the frangible sheets on 
which the corresponding cutouts may be found. 

11. A kit as set forth in claim 10 in which one of said 
sheets of frangible material has a ruler printed thereon, 
the scale of the ruler being said given scale. 

12. A kit as set forth in claim 1 1 in which said one of 
the sheets of frangible material is weakened by scoring 
to facilitate separation of said ruler from the sheet. 

13. A kit for portraying a landscape plan for a given 
ground area on a reduced scale, comprising: 

a plurality of small scale replicas duplicating the ap- 
pearance of different plants, said replicas having 
base spikes; 

a base sheet representing the given ground area on a 
given scale, 

the base sheet having minimum thickness sufficient 
to maintain the replicas in upright position when 
the.base spikes of the replicas are inserted into the 
base sheet, . 

said base sheet being capable of penetration any- 
where in its area by a base spike or an equivalent 
tool to permit a base spike to be inserted into the 
base sheet; and 
means to apply distinctive coatings to different por- 
tions of the area of the base sheet to present differ- 
ent surface materials including cement surfaces of 
walks and driveways, 
said means to apply distinctive coatings comprising 
crayons of different colors to be rubbed onto the 
surface of the base sheet. 

14. A kit as set forth in claim 13 in which the base 
sheet is colored green to simulate a lawn and the dis- 
tinctive coatings include a brown coating to simulate 
bare earth areas around the replicas. 
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